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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  

19th October 2011, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 

 

Present  Apologies 

Prof J Cope (acting Chair) [JC]  Dr T Barry [TB] 

Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CW] Dr A Coe [AC] 

Dr P Bown [PBo] Dr D Condon [DC] 

Dr M Hounslow [MH] Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] 

Dr D Kemp [DK] Prof. P Gibbard [PG] 

Dr R Knox [RK] Dr J Gregory [JG] 

Dr K McNamara [KM] Dr A Kerr [AK] 

Dr J Powell [JP] Dr J Marshall [JM] 

Dr A Smith [AS] Dr M Oates [MO] 

Dr C Storey [CS] Prof. P Pearson [PP] 

 Prof. P Rawson [PR] 

 Dr M Simmons [MS] 

 Dr M Williams [MW] 

 Dr J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 

 

Item 1 Apologies 

 

Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th May 2011 

The minutes were accepted without modification. 

  

Item 3 Matters Arising 

1) All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, especially related to the 

section on British GSSPs. Action ongoing. See Item 7. 

 

2) All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact Factors. JZ to 

compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. Action 

ongoing. JZ was not able to attend, but it was noted that all members should send their 

views to JZ when he has circulated the proposed Geoscientist article.  

 

3) JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: a proposed 

realignment” to all members. Action ongoing. JZ circulated to members a draft of this 

manuscript on 9
th

 Feb 2010, requesting comments. A subsequent revised/published 

version has not been circulated.  

 

4) JZ to contact Brian Pratt (chair of ISSC) for guidance on how to progress a decision 

on usage of Ma .v. myr. Action ongoing. No news on developments. 

 

5) RK to draft a further manuscript on the Tertiary, including an international 

perspective as to how the term is used outside the UK. Action closed. See Item 5.2. 
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6) JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future meeting on 

episodes of stasis. Action ongoing. JZ was not at the meeting to discuss ideas. 

 

7)  JM to prepare a paper on behalf of the Commission on the Ma. vs myr. Issue (and for 

Ka vs kyr).  Action ongoing. JM was not at the meeting to discuss ideas. 

 

8) CW to invite Chris King, Andy Newell and Robert Knox to BGS Keyworth to hold a 

meeting before the end of August to discuss the lithostratigraphy of the Hampshire Basin. 

Action closed. CW reported that because of reductions in project funding the Hampshire 

Basin component of the BGS Palaeogene SFC report has been cancelled. 

 

9) All to send feedback on the reviewers’ comments to AS by end June with aim of 

discussing a redraft of the paper for the next Commission meeting. Action ongoing. See 

Item 5.1. 

 

10) RK to circulate list of contact details for societies and draft introductory letter. All to 

send comments to RK in time to allow collation of comments before the next Commission 

meeting. Action ongoing. See Item 5.2. 

 

11) CW to circulate draft proposed content of the Anthropocene volume and Commission 

to comment upon the content and suggest possible authors. Action closed. See Item 5.3. 

 

12) All to send comments to CW on the Strata & Time meeting proposal, in particular on 

potential speakers. AG to forward comments to Paul Barrett (Joint Committee of 

Palaeontology) and David Smith. Action closed. No comments received. N.B. this is 

distinct from the High Fidelity meeting to be held at Burlington House on 16-17
th

 May 

2012. 

 

13) MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to suggesting a joint 

meeting on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. Action ongoing. 

Neither MS or AG were available to discuss this further. 

 

Item 4 Publications 

4.1 JG was absent, but circulated a progress report in advance of the meeting. He reported 

that the Special Reports for the Cambrian and Carboniferous were both published in July.  

 

Chris King anticipates delivery of a completed manuscript for the Tertiary Special Report 

by November.  

 

JG circulated a current status report compiled by PR for the Cretaceous Special Report 

showing good progress for the early chapters. 

 

MO has supplied a North Sea scheme for the offshore chapter of the Jurassic Special 

Report, though should look to include Western Approaches, Channel Basin, offshore W. 

Ireland and west of Shetland. 

 



Minutes of the Geological Society, Stratigraphy Commission  19th October 2011 

 3 

Geoff Warrington reported that he was working on the Permian and Triassic spores and 

pollen for a special publication to be published by The Micropalaeontological Society 

and which will have direct input into both the Permian and Triassic special reports. 

CW reported communications with Angharad Hills concerning the special report series. 

She emphasised the need to concentrate on completing those second-series reports that 

are already underway and not to encourage any third-series proposals until there is a clear 

plan for how the new online format will work. She also recommended that any second-

series reports that are not actually started should be put on hold until a forward plan is 

agreed. The Cambrian and Carboniferous reports have been sent to Thomson Reuters and 

she cannot see any reason why they will not be included in the Book Citation Index. The 

next UK REF will use Scopus for data provision, and Special Reports are not included in 

that because they require at least annual frequency. However, this situation may change, 

something that she will be looking into in due course.  

 

Item 5 GSSC Publications 

5.1 GSSAs and GSSPs 

AS had received reviews for the paper from GSA and the comments had been circulated 

to the Commission. AS has incorporated comments received from AG and DK. Any 

additional feedback relating to the reviewer’s comments should be forwarded to AS. 

 

5.2 Tertiary 

RK introduced this item, pertaining to the proposal by a majority of the Commission 

published in the Geoscientist 2010 article. RK did not feel that it was necessary to rewrite 

the article and it would be possible to circulate a digital version to key international 

geological societies to raise a debate on this issue. RK has compiled a list of E-mail 

contact addresses and will produce a covering letter. Both the cover letter and contact list 

will be circulated to Commission members before being distributed formally. Aim would 

be for RK to compile responses and submit to Brisbane IGC in August 2012. It was 

suggested that the article could also be forwarded to PGA and GSA Today. 

 

5.3 Anthropocene 

CW explained that following the meeting on the Anthropocene held on 11
th

 May at 

Burlington House it has been decided to submit a proposal for a Geological Society 

Special Publication on “a stratigraphical basis for the Anthropocene”. CW, as lead editor 

has compiled a draft proposal with suggested lead authors which was circulated to 

Commission members in advance of the meeting. Discussion concentrated on suggestion 

of names of potential lead authors for some of the papers. Prof. John Matthews (Swansea) 

was suggested for the Holocene Working Group, though it was pointed out that he was 

not a member. MH suggested Sarah Bayliss at English Heritage as a possible author for 

the archaeology paper and indicated he could provide contact details. Prof. John D. 

Taylor from the Zoology Department of the Natural History Museum was suggested for 

the invertebrate biostratigraphy paper and for coral reef communities Brian Rosen 

(Natural History Museum) and Dr J E N ‘Charlie’ Veron (Australian Institute of Marine 

Sciences) were suggested. Randy Parrish was suggested for the radiogenic signature 

paper. 
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AS mentioned that there was a session at the recent GSA meeting on the Archaean to 

Anthropocene and abstracts were available on a conference CD and may be worth 

checking for potential authors for papers. 

 

Item 6 Silurian GSSPs 

Stan Finney, Chair of the ICS, sent a strongly worded E-mail to AG concerning the state 

of Silurian GSSPs in the UK and asking if the Commission could address this issue. The 

E-mail was circulated to members in advance of the meeting. There was a query as to 

whether any UK geologists sit on the Subcommission on Silurian Stratigraphy, to which 

JC indicated that David Loydell (Portsmouth) is a member and AG should consult with 

him. JC pointed out that many of the GSSPs were erected at a time when BGS was 

actively working on Church Stretton and sections were cleaned and freshly excavated and 

some also had boreholes held by BGS. The existing sections need to be preserved, even if 

only as reference sections, and JP suggested that Colin Prosser/Jonathan Larwood 

(Natural England) would represent potential points of contact. PB pointed out at the 

Prague 2010 meeting it was indicated that the problem with the quality of the sections 

was more to do with the low frequency of graptolites in these mainly shelfal successions. 

The establishment of new GSSPs in deeper water facies was not the role of the 

Commission, but it was felt that AG needed to write a formal response to Stan Finney 

indicating that these were the best sections available at the time, have been allowed to 

degrade somewhat with time, and that sections established in deeper water graptolitic 

facies would be more suitable. 

 

Action: JZ and MW should be consulted to advise AG on the drafting of a formal 

response to Stan Finney concerning Silurian GSSPs. 

 

Item 7 Website 

MH introduced his recently circulated initiative on producing short summaries of the UK 

geology for specific periods. Currently, the Lower and Upper Carboniferous, Permian 

and Triassic are already available on the Commission website 

http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/page10455.html. A contribution for the Tertiary has been 

received and MO & JP have offered to do the Jurassic, JZ the Ordovician & Silurian and 

DK the Precambrian. PB offered to look at the Triassic section and it was suggested that 

AK could look at the Tertiary Igneous Province and PR the Cretaceous. The audience 

was considered to be academics from abroad who wish to gain a quick appraisal of the 

geology of the UK. KM suggested he would be keen to establish links to this site and JP 

thought it could link to the BGS time chart. MH requested any photos that members may 

have to illustrate GSSPs. 

 

Item 8 Geoexposures 

JP presented on this BGS initiative that he has overseen and which is now accessible on 

the BGS website http://www.bgs.ac.uk/citizenScience/geoexposures.html. Smart Phone 

technologies allow Google maps to locate a site and create a British National Grid. The 

entry requests a short description and inclusion of attached photos. The website sits 

outside of the BGS server and so would not need to be managed by BGS, but at present 

submissions are to be moderated by JP. Information and images submitted to the site are 

not subject to copyright, but acknowledgment of the original submission would be 

encouraged if used in subsequent publications. The user is encouraged to provide an E-

http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/page10455.html
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/citizenScience/geoexposures.html
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mail contact, though this will not be visible to the general user. JP circulated an article he 

has drafted for inclusion in Geoscientist. Also suggested venues for articles would be in 

YGS circular, GA magazine and PalAss newsletter. RK reiterated comments from the 

previous Minutes concerning notification of new entries to a board of specialists. JP did 

not feel that this was not feasible, but it may be possible to establish RSS feeds to smart 

phones to alert on a new entry based on keyword or part of the stratigraphical column. 

 

Item 9 BGS Stratigraphy Committee 

CW provided an update on progress of the SFC reports as outlined in a document 

circulated before the meeting. He reported that his project funds had been greatly reduced 

and that he now receives only a token staff allocation. It is not envisaged that there will 

be any further production of SFC reports by BGS as from 2012. 

 

The main positive development was that the Quaternary (Onshore) report was now 

published and available for free download from 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/browse.cfm?sec=1&cat=2 . The Quaternary (Offshore), 

Mid Jurassic, Lithodemic (intrusive) and Lithodemic (metamorphic), Lower Palaeozoic 

rocks of northern England and Ordovician-Silurian of Wales reports are with BGS 

Publications. With budget reductions, these reports will now receive only minimal 

editorial checking. Limited funding has been provided to allow completion of the 

Sherwood Sandstone Group, Zechstein Group, Palaeogene of the London Basin and ORS 

of the Anglo-Welsh Basin. Work on the Palaeogene of the Hampshire Basin, Lewisian, 

Dalradian, Torridonian and Moine Supergroup rocks and igneous intrusive lithodemic 

units has been cancelled.  

 

CW also presented early drafts of Quaternary Stratigraphy Charts for Northern and 

Southern Britain. It was pointed out there should be some caution in using TimeScale 

Creator to generate the chronostrat reference columns and that PGs CUP chart should be 

consulted. AS agreed to take the hard copies of the chart to give to PG for advice on 

presentation and any corrections. 

 

Item 10 Any other business 

10.1 AS mentioned that he had been invited to a meeting that evening to celebrate the 

launch of the joint Geological Society and Elsevier Geofacets initiative and wished to 

draw this meeting to the attention of other members. 

 

10.2 CW reported a communication that JZ had received from Felix Gradstein. There is 

planned to be a workshop in the UK, probably from 18-21
st
 May 2012, for lead authors of 

the GTS2012 volume, though funding has still to be gained. It is hoped that attendees will 

also be invited to the High Fidelity meeting at Burlington on the 16-17
th

 May. It is 

planned to have a day field trip, perhaps on the Dorset coast and he is asking if the 

Commission can provide expertise in running this trip.  

 

Action: AG to contact Felix Gradstein to indicate if it would be possible for the 

Commission to be involved in helping to organise the GTS2012 workshop field 

excursion. 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/browse.cfm?sec=1&cat=2
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10.3 CS wished to raise to our attention the presence of an Artist-in-residence at the 

University of Portsmouth, a former geoscientist who is producing geology inspired 

works. JP pointed out that Jeanine Breaker had a similar role at BGS and she has recently 

exhibited at Burlington House, with the works to appear at the Natural History Museum. 

 

Item 10 Date of next meeting 

Next meeting: 12 noon, Wednesday 8th February 2012, Council Room 

 

Future meetings:  12 noon, Wednesday 9th May 2012, Council Room 
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 

Action (ongoing): All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, 

especially related to the section on British GSSPs. 

 

Action (ongoing): All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact 

Factors. JZ to compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. 

 

Action (ongoing): JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: 

a proposed realignment” to all members. 

 

Action (ongoing): JZ to contact Brian Pratt (chair of ISSC) for guidance on how to 

progress a decision on usage of Ma .v. myr. 

 

Action (ongoing): JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future 

meeting on episodes of stasis.  

 

Action (ongoing): JM to prepare a paper on behalf of the Commission on the Ma. vs 

myr. Issue (and for Ka vs kyr).   

 

Action (ongoing): All to send feedback on the reviewers’ comments to AS by end June 

with aim of discussing a redraft of the paper for the next Commission meeting. 

 

Action (ongoing): RK to circulate list of contact details for societies and draft 

introductory letter. All to send comments to RK in time to allow collation of comments 

before the next Commission meeting. 

 

Action (ongoing): MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to 

suggesting a joint meeting on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. 

 

Action: JZ and MW should be consulted to advise AG on the drafting of a formal 

response to Stan Finney concerning Silurian GSSPs. 

 

Action: AG to contact Felix Gradstein to indicate if it would be possible for the 

Commission to be involved in helping to organise the GTS2012 workshop field 

excursion. 

 


